place the main magmatic events at 2.2-2.1 and 2.1-2.0 Ga. Dike swarms occurred in a tectonic setting of intraplate extension at ca. 1.7 Ga, and afterward the RPC remained unaffected by younger tectono-thermal events. Fig. 1 Several authors agree that the continents of the southern hemisphere have never been part of Rodinia (De Wit et al. 1999; Cordani et al. 2003) . Nevertheless, the dispersal of this supercontinent is responsible for the convergence of cratons in the southern hemisphere, and therefore, the starting point of the amalgamation of Gondwana. As a consequence, active plate margins and orogenic belts developed at the margins of the RPC since ca. 0.9-0.8 Ga (Saalmann et al. 2007 ). The final amalgamation of Western Gondwana in the southeastern margin of the RPC may not have been complete until the Early Paleozoic after a protracted succession of convergence and the final collision of the cratons (Schmitt et al. 2008) . Accretionary tectonics at the western margin of the RPC resulted in the collision of several Grenvillian terranes that may have lasted until the late Devonian (Varela et al. this volume) .
Contributions
The 24 contributions comprising this special issue are divided into four general topics: (1) pre-Gondwana tectonics: the cratons; (2) tectonic evolution of Neoproterozoic-Eopaleozoic belts; (3) provenance and sedimentology of foreland successions; and (4) paleomagnetism, exhumation and cooling histories. show evidence of an exotic 1.8-1.7 Ga terrane in the Kaoko Belt (the Mudorib Complex) imbricated between rocks of the Congo Craton. Together, these contributions show that several small allochthonous and para-autochthonous blocks were involved in the collision between the major cratons.
Tectonic evolution of Neoproterozoic-Eopaleozoic belts
From ca. 700 to 550 Ma, successive amalgamation processes occurred in southwestern Africa and southeastern South America, resulting in the formation of several orogenic Brasiliano/Pan-African belts. On the western side of the Rio de la Plata Craton, subduction and subsequent collisions of the Pampa, Cuyania and Chilenia Terranes resulted in a complex orogenic evolution beginning at the Ediacaran to Mid-Cambrian and ending in the Devonian (Schwartz et al. 2008; Steenken et al.) . Frimmel et al. provide a review of the geodynamic evolution of southwestern Gondwana and conclude that Neoproterozoic extension produced several fragments of Rio de la Plata and Kalahari Cratons, which were re-amalgamated afterward. Remnants of the oceanic crustal material formed in back-arc basins related to this tectonic process are observed in the Marmora Terrane of the Gariep Belt.
Saalmann et al. discuss the geology of the São Gabriel Block, so far the only juvenile Neoproterozoic unit recognized in western Gondwana. They describe a protracted Brasiliano evolution that begins with extension at 800-700 Ma and finishes at ca. 530 Ma with post-orogenic magmatism and reactivation of shear zones.
Oyhantçabal et al. demonstrate the correlation between the sinistral transpression in the Kaoko Belt (KB) and the Dom Feliciano Belt (DFB). The Sierra Ballena shear zone (DFB) and the Purros shear zone (KB) show comparable kinematics, deformation conditions of their mylonitic rocks and the timing of activity. Drobe et al. use major-and trace-element geochemistry, Sm-Nd and Pb isotopic data and U-Pb SHRIMP geochronology to decipher the provenance and to provide a new model for the geotectonic evolution of the Eastern Sierras Pampeanas.
Löbens et al. investigate the exhumation of the Sierras Pampeanas and convincingly demonstrate that most of the uplift observed in this area is not related to the propagation of flat-slab subduction but to Permo-Triassic tectonic events.
Conclusion
Neoproterozoic-Eopaleozoic agglutination around the Rio de la Plata Craton shows a complex history involving numerous different geological processes. Nevertheless, the broad approaches of the contributions published in this special issue document the considerable advances made in the knowledge of these two continental regions. We hope these contributions may inspire new lines of research for future investigations.
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